
  

 



  

 



  

 

Advent is a season of the church year during which we     
prepare our hearts for Christ's coming. Advent is the begin-
ning of the liturgical year for Christians. [Liturgical -- 
from liturgy, which means the forms and functions of public 
worship.] The dates of Advent vary each year, but it always 
contains the four Sundays before Christmas Day.                   
            www.umc.org 



  

 

Dec 1st 



  

 

Dec 2nd 

He called a li	le child to him, and placed the child among them.  

And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 

li	le children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  There-

fore, whoever takes the lowly posi"on of this child is the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in 

my name welcomes me.  



  

 

Dec 3rd 

I want to age like sea glass. Smoothed by "des, not broken.  

 

I want to ride the waves, go with the flow and feel the impact of 

the surging "des.  

 

When I am caught between the rocks and a hard place, I will rest.  

 

And when I am ready, I will catch a wave and let it carry me where 

I belong.  

 

I want to be picked up and held gently by those who delight in my 

well-earned pa"na and appreciate the changes I went through to 

achieve this luster.  

 

I want to enjoy the journey and let my preciousness be, not in spite 

of the impacts, but because of them.  

 

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our "me of 

need.                Hebrews 4:16 

Submi	ed by Gail Belshay 



  

 

Dec 4th 

At Christmas, numerous churches turn to United Meth-

odist Hymnal #239 to sing “Silent Night, Holy Night.” For 

many, it is a staple of the holiday season that o5en is 

paired with a candlelight service. 

Christmas Eve 2018 marked the 200th anniversary of the 

first performance of the beloved carol. 

 

Wri	en by Joseph Mohr and composed by Franz Gruber, 

the song made its debut during a midnight service at St. 

Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria (then a village in 

the Austrian Empire).  

 

A video was made that features a variety of United 

Methodist choir members marking this milestone in 

song, raising their voices in worship to Christ the Savior.  

Emmanuel UMC’s Chancel Choir was one of those choirs! 

 

Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his 

wonderful acts.                         Psalm 105:2 



  

 

Dec 5th 

 As an 8-year child, I 

moved to Quito, Ecuador, with 

my family. I went to 

a missionary school 

at the foot of a 

mountain, and my 

school bus passed 

the bull figh"ng rink 

every a5ernoon. Our 

family car traveled on dusty ru-

ral roads over scruffy desert ter-

rain, or climbed winding, narrow 

roads with sheer drop offs (and 

no guard rails). We shopped in 

small and dimly lit bakeries and 

butcher shops with packed dirt 

floors, and wandered through 

fes"ve outdoor markets brim-

ming with stands of exo"c foods 

and wares. In the city, there 

were indigenous people wearing 

the wool clothing of their ances-

tors as well as people in modern 

business aGre.    Everything 

wri	en or spoken around us was 

in Spanish.   

 Very li	le looked or 

sounded like it had in Spring-

field, Virginia, and yet, at age 8, I 

quickly accepted what I saw as 

normal. I don’t remember feel-

ing strange about the marvels of 

living so far from where I had 

lived before. As 

young children our 

ins"nct is to observe 

and accept the world 

around us. A5er all, 

everything is new to 

us.  

  However, when we  re-

turned to the states, I  experi-

enced what I assume is “culture 

shock”. When I      entered a 

People’s Drug Store, I was over-

whelmed by the glaring lights 

and shiny, white flooring. It 

seems strange to me that even 

though I had spent my first 8 

years in this same U.S. suburbia, 

I would find it so jarring to find 

myself there at age 10.  I natu-

rally compared it to the shops in 

Quito. If I hadn’t moved to very 

different places at two different 

ages, I doubt I would have no-

"ced this dis"nct difference in 

adjus"ng to change. 

 I think this is true of 

faith. We need the eyes of a 

child to accept and believe 

God’s promises uncondi"onally. 

Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like li	le 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, who-

ever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. And  whoever welcomes a li	le child like this in my name wel-

Culture Shock by Becky Cavallo 



  

 

Dec 6th 

 “Let the li	le children come 

to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as 

these. Truly I tell you, any-

one who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a li	le 

child will never enter 

it.” And he took the children 

in his arms, placed his hands 

on them and blessed them.       

Mark 10:14b-16  



  

 

Dec 7th 

And now you will be silent and not able to speak un"l the day this 

happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come 

true at their appointed "me.”                             Luke 1:20 

Submi	ed by Ann Ladd 



  

 

Dec 8th 



  

 

Dec 9th 

A voice of one calling: "In the wilderness prepare the way for 

the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Isaiah 40:30 

Submitted by Kathryn Griffin 



  

 

All your children 

will be taught by 

the LORD, and 

great will be their 

peace.  

Isaiah 54:13  

Dec 10th 



  

 

Dec 11th 

Measure Your Life"me in Blessings  

 

Measure your life"me in blessings, 

Not in years you have known... 

Count up the number of people you've touched, 

Add up the love you have shown... 

 

Measure your days in the gladness 

That you and your loved ones have shared... 

Tally the smiles on the faces of friends, 

Total the "mes you have cared... 

 

Yes, measure your life"me in blessings, 

And you'll always remain in your prime-- 

For youth is a feeling you keep in your heart 

 

Submi�ed by Margie Mock 



  

 

Dec 12th 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he 

saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,  but be-

cause of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been jus"fied by his 

grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.                                                  

Titus 3:4-7 

Submitted by Becky Cavallo 



Dec 13th 

Advent 2019 

 

The true light that shines on all people was coming into the 

world. {John 1:9) 

 

We welcome this "me of year because it marks the "me of Ad-

vent and the first season of the Chris"an Year. Believers and non

-believers decorate with colorful lights, but the true light comes 

from Jesus the Christ.  Let us pray for each other and thank God 

for the Blessing of fellowship. 

Almighty God, we worship you, O Lord 

Deliver us from the uncertainty of today and bring HOPE 

Vindicate those who were wronged, surround them with 

your LOVE 

Encourage then to con"nue on the journey with JOY 

Nurture and heal them, increase their faith and bring 

them PEACE 

Turns tears into rejoicing with praise to you, O CHRIST 

our King 

Today and always. In Jesus' name. AMEN 

Rev Dr. Jalene C. Chase, Pastor 



  

 

Dec 14th 

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are   walking in 

the truth.                                      3 John 1:4 



  

 

Dec 15th 



  

 

Dec 16th 

In a previous devo"onal booklet I wrote about an amazing 

woman whose funeral I a	ended.  I heard story a5er story about 

how she would say “Thank you, Jesus” all day long.  I decided that I 

wanted to be more diligent in expressing my apprecia"on to God 

for all the blessings that he has bestowed on my throughout the 

years.   So, I made it a habit to Thank God and Jesus all day long.  

When the green lights on the road went my way, I thanked God.  

When something good happened unexpectedly, I thanked God.  

Even when things didn’t seem to go my way, I thanked God for see-

ing me through. 

 This year has been an excessively stressful year.  Pat and I 

are hoping to re"re next year, which isn’t an easy task when you 

own a business and have to sell that business to move on.  Then, 

there’s geGng our house ready to sell.  A5er 32 years, you collect a 

lot of “stuff” that has to be sorted and redistributed.  There’s also 

the impending move and leaving what I know to go to someplace 

different and learning all over again.  All of this is exci"ng and fright-

ening at the same "me. 

 More than any year previous, this year has shown me how 

life is in constant change; kids grow up and I don’t see them as 

much; friends and family have changes in their lives that occupy 

more of their "me and I don’t see them as much of them; surround-

ings change and there is a new learning curve.  But, through it all, 

God is with me, guiding me on the journey.  Thank you, God!            

            Kathy Mello	 



  

 

Dec 17th 

“Do you hear what these 

children are saying?” they 

asked  him.  “Yes,”  replied 

Jesus, “have you never 

read, “ ‘From the lips of 

children and infants you, 

Lord, have called forth your 

praise’?”  

Ma	hew 21:16 



  

 

Dec 18th 
Jesus stay near me, 

With all the crazy things I do  

I’m one of the sheep, 

You need to pursue. 

I am wandering here and  

My thoughts stray there... 

Please keep me centered on serving 

And focused on You! 

You, Jesus, are the only way.  

We remember that especially on Christmas Day! 

You are my help and my strength. 

You were sent from above. 

Please do me a favor- 

Send my Mother my love.  

- Debbie McNi	 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that who-

ever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16 ESV 



  

 

Dec 19th 
God rest you merry, Innocents, 

Let nothing you dismay, 
Let nothing wound an eager heart 

Upon this Christmas day. 
 

Yours be the genial holly wreaths, 
The stockings and the tree; 

An aged world to you bequeaths 
Its own forgo	en glee. 

 
Soon, soon enough come crueler gi5s, 

The anger and the tears; 
Between you now there sparsely dri5s 

A handful yet of years. 
 

Oh, dimly, dimly glows the star 
Through the electric throng; 

The bidding in temple and bazaar 
Drowns out the silver song. 

 
The ancient altars smoke afresh, 

The ancient idols s"r; 
Faint in the reek of burning flesh 

Sink frankincense and myrrh. 
 

Gaspar, Balthazar, Melchior! 
Where are your offerings now? 

What gree"ngs to the Prince of War, 
His darkly branded brow? 

 
Two ul"mate laws alone we know, 

The ledger and the sword -- 
So far away, so long ago, 
We lost the infant Lord. 

 
Only the children clasp His hand; 

His voice speaks low to them, 
And s"ll for them the shining band 

Wings over Bethlehem. 
 

God rest you merry, Innocents, 
While innocence endures, 

A sweeter Christmas than we to ours 
May you bequeath to yours. 

A Carol for Children 
By Ogden Nash 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 

his  people from their sins.        Matthew 1:21 



  

 

Dec 20th 

Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. 

Let your modera"on be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplica"on with thanks-

giving let your requests be made known unto God. 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 

and minds through Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 

lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 

be any praise, think on these things.                                  Philippians 4:4-8 (KJV) 



  

 

Dec 21st 



  

 

Dec 22nd 



  

 

Submi	ed by Pat Mello	 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Je-

rusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed 

with salva"on, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey.                              Zechariah 9:9 

Dec 23rd 



  

 

Dec 24th 

He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his 

arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those 

that have young.                             Isaiah 40:11  

Submitted by Ann Ladd 



  

 

This 2019 Advent Devotional Book was compiled of       
contributions from the congregation of Emmanuel United   
Methodist Church, Beltsville, MD and from random 
graphics from the internet.  Any possible copyright           
infringements were unintentional. 
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