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     This past Sunday April 17, after 
church, I experienced something 
that has never happened to me be-
fore. I found an advertisement card 
stuck between the wiper blade and 
windshield of my car . 

     I�m sure that this has happened 
to you before, nothing new. But 
what was odd about the card was its 
content. The card was an advertise-
ment from another church. I seri-
ously thought for a second that it 
was a joke or a mistake. But no, the 
card was real and all the cars in our 
parking lot got one. 
 
     To be honest with you, I was 
caught off guard. And yet, you have 

to admire or feel offended by the 
boldness and zeal of these church 
people who, even in our parking 
lot, are trying to evangelize the 
good people of Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church. I don�t really 
know if their advertisement 
worked, we�ll have to see. But at 
least I will know where to go 
looking for you if I don�t see you 
at church on Sunday mornings.  
 
     On a more serious note, the 
lack of growth experienced in The 
United Methodist Church in the 
U.S. in  recent years, has caught 
the attention of The Council of 
Bishops. After many conversa-
tions and meetings The Council 
of Bishops decided to conduct a 
national survey to find out why 
some churches grow and others 
don�t. After surveying 32,000 
congregations, reliable statistical 
findings showed that high-vitality 
churches consistently share four 
common factors that work to-
gether to influence congregational 
vitality. In other words, no matter 
the size, big or small vital congre-
gations had these in common: 
 
�    Effective pastoral leadership 
including inspirational preaching, 
mentoring laity, and effective 
management 
�    Multiple small groups and 
programs for children and youth  
�    A mix of traditional and con-
temporary worship services  
�    A high percentage of spiritu-
ally engaged laity who assume 

leadership roles 
 
     These findings and the plan to 
help all United Methodist congre-
gations to have these four charac-
teristics to grow is called, �The 
Call to Action.�   
 
     There is a lot more to this 179 
page report. I won�t go into all the 
details. But what I find most en-
couraging is that all four factors of 
vitality and growth are part of our 
congregation. Emmanuel has been 
blessed with laity who are com-
mitted to the work of the church. 
Nevertheless, God�s Spirit is in no 
way done working in our lives and 
in our church. And just like the 
congregation that distributes fliers 
or cards in a church parking lot, 
Christ is also inviting us and ex-
pecting us to go and share God�s 
love with all the people in Belts-
ville. In the months of May and 
June I will share with you a new 
sermon series called, �Going Vi-
ral, The Early Church.�  Our 
faith has to be active and conta-
gious, just like in the early church. 
That is our challenge, be ready, be 
prepared.    
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Dear friends, 
 
     It is with mixed emotions that I 
write this article, my last article for 
the Lamplighter. I am sad to be 
leaving you all but excited for what 
lies ahead in both mine and your 
journeys. There are many things I 
would like to say - all begin with 
�thank you.� Thank you for the 
way you have received me into 
your community. Thank you for 
your warmth, your love, your hos-
pitality. Thank you for your en-
couragement, your trust, and your 
confidence. Emmanuel UMC was a 
wonderful place to begin my minis-
try, and you all will always have a 
special place in my heart.  
 
     I am also excited to begin the 
next part of my journey in ministry. 
I invite your prayers for me as I 
serve Community UMC in Laurel, 
MD next year as their pastor. You 
all will remain in my prayers. I 
want to leave you with the words of 
Paul as he wrote Philippians 1:3-
11: 
 
     I thank my God every time I re-
member you. In all my prayers for 
all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus. 
 
     It is right for me to feel this way 
about all of you, since I have you in 
my heart and, whether I am in 
chains or defending and confirming 
the gospel, all of you share in 
God�s grace with me. God can tes-
tify how I long for all of you with 
the affection of Christ Jesus. 
 

     And this is my prayer: that your 
love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so 
that you may be able to discern 
what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ�
to the glory and praise of God. 
 
     Shalom, 
 
     Michelle Thorne 
 

 
 

By Todd Reizel 
 
     What will you do this summer? 
Rest? Reflect? Recreate? Recon-
nect with old friends? Explore new 
things? Summer�s change of pace 
brings us new opportunities, 
chances to try things we might not 

get to try during the normal sched-
ule. 
 
     Emmanuel UMC�s education 
programs seek to offer some new 
opportunities this summer. Both Va-
cation Bible School and Sunday 
School offer students and volunteers 
opportunities to grow in the Spirit. 
 
     Beginning in June our Sunday 
School teachers will take a break, 
and we will ask Emmanuel�s mem-
bers to share their talents with our 
young people. The One-Room 
Schoolhouse will consist of volun-
teers who sign up to share their tal-
ent and/or interest for one Sunday. 
Talents and interests could include 
but are not limited to music, crafts, 
or favorite Biblical stories or les-
sons. Our young people are our fu-
ture, and this is a great chance to 
contribute to their development with 
one Sunday of your time. What do 
you have to share with our young 
people this summer? 
 
     The week of July 18-22, Vaca-
tion Bible School will offer learning 
opportunities for children, teenagers, 
and adults. Young people�s classes 
will be enriched with music, sci-
ence, and crafts. Adults will have 
the choice of a traditional class or a 
bilingual class. The theme will be 
Island Odyssey, and we will explore 
biblical island stories in a variety of 
ways, including enrichment with 
modern island cultures. 
 
     What will you do this summer? 
Don�t forget to take advantage of 
Emmanuel UMC�s education activi-
ties to grow your spirit in the Spirit!  

 

Michelle Thorne 



 

By Bobbie Deegan 
 
     As I wrote last month, Olan 
Mills has been selected to produce 
our photo directory commemorat-
ing the 175th year of Methodism in 
Beltsville. Because this is such a 
special occasion, Olan Mills has 
agreed to give Emmanuel 11 free 
activity pages. Help me fill them 
up! Do you have some digital pho-
tos of church activities? If so, 
please email them to me at Bob-
bieDeegan@aol.com or give them 
to me on a CD. I will try to photo-
graph events as they occur, but I 
won�t catch every photo op. Some-
times, too, my brain freezes up. I 
was concentrating so much on get-
ting my singing right in the cantata, 
for example, that I forgot to ask 
Charlie to bring the camera. If a 
parent took some photos of the two 
choirs performing, would you share 
them? Thanks!     

Trash pick up � Mon. and Thurs. .
(early morning) 
Recycling � Fri. (early morning) 
 
Please leave the kitchen clean and in 
order as a courtesy to those who fol-
low  

 
 
 
 

Spring Cleaning 
 

Saturday, May 14 
8:00 a.m. to noon. 

 
Call Barbara Butcher 

(301-937-3179) if you can help. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Beltsville Day is back in May for 
2011 and we can use your help. The 
annual Fish Fry will feature Fish 
Tacos with salsa and chips this 
year. We will have the same won-
derful fish, but the filets will be 
wrapped in tortillas with home-
made salsa. We need help setting up 
and closing up, cooking and serving 
the food, taking money, and giving 
out information about Em-
manuel. There is a sign-up sheet in 
Narthex. Anyone helping with Fam-
ily Life activities gets a discount on 
the Family Getaway Weekend, 
scheduled for September 23 - 25, 
2011. 
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Check supplies 
 
Label all items for your function. 
Anything that is not labeled is up 
for grabs (Labels and pens are in 
drawer nearest the hall door) 
 
Plastic gloves are provided (on 
counter by the phone) 
 
Do not prepare food directly on the 
butcher-block counter top. 
 
Take home all leftovers. If some-
one agrees to use the leftovers, la-
bel with that group�s name. 
 
Wash, dry and put away all dishes, 
coffee pots, etc. 
 
Clear and sanitize all work surfaces 
and sinks 
 
Clean grill and grease trough 
 
Wipe up spills in the refrigerator 
 
Knives � 
As it is difficult to keep knives 
sharp in the kitchen, bring your fa-
vorite from home. 
 
Wash dishtowels and tablecloths 
and return. 
 
When using the dishwasher, run 
and unload. 
 
Add leftover paper goods to the 
general drawers. 
 

#8 circuit breaker turns on ceiling 
fan (in electrical panel on wall next 
to freezer) 
Put trash outside in cans � leave the 
inside cans empty. Recycle items in 
rolling can and cardboard in yellow 
bins in the outside trash area 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The UMW raised $1529.19 
from the rummage sale. 
 
     The break down is as follows: 
 
 Children's Room   $146.97 
 Bake Sale                263.10 
 Lunch                      297.20 
 Jewelry                    113.50 
 Attic Treasures        708.42 
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May 1 Charline Frederick 
May 8  
May 15 Dottie Gilbert 
May 22 Karl Norris 
May 29  
 
June 5 Wells 
June 12 Alice White 
June 19 Charline Frederick 
June 26 Beverly Ward  

16 Roy Wells 
17 Scarlet Robertson, 
 Doris Shirey    
18 Maxine Norris 
19 Kevin Kresge 
20 JoAnne Blakley 
22 Nancy McNealy, 
 Roy White 
23 Karl Norris       
28 Elizabeth Oldenburg, 
 Chester Warner 
29 Preston Gregory, Sr. 
30 Jillian Smith 

1 Joelle Onukwubiri 
2 Walter Ademiluyi 
3 Ada McGlynn 
5 Pam Midkiff,  
6 Joel Tyler 
8 Emmy Lear  
10 Benjamin Cunningham, 
 Sam Shiplett 
12 Megan McNitt 
13 Nancy Thrush, 
 Jason Kresge 
14. Diane Embrey 

4 Lynne & Robert Miller                      
6 Karen & James Mackey 
10 Scarlet & Bill Robertson 
13 Timmie & Kenneth Warner 
15  Nancy & Michael McNealy 
22  Sam & Nancy Shiplett  

 
 

 
By Bill Raulin, Finance Chairperson  

 
     A guest speaker at a recent meeting, an expert on computer programs, provided information to make it eas-
ier for the financial secretary and the treasurer do their jobs and also to render more complete quarterly re-
ports. 
 
     I want to thank all that use the church donation envelopes and also thank those who sent their pledges to 
the church while on vacation. 
 
     I am at church every Sunday from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. if you have any questions for me. 
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175 years of Methodism in Beltsville Book 
By Rick Bergmann 

 
     In 1986, some members of our congregation got together and worked on a book to commemorate 150 
years of Methodism in Beltsville. This book gave details beginning with the Ebenezer House in 1836 and 
chronicled everything up to 1986. As part of this years 175th anniversary we will be updating this book to 
include the last 25 years of ministry in our church. We can�t do this without you. We are looking to include 
pictures, stories and memories of life at Emmanuel. If you are part of ministry that was started in 1986 or 
later or a ministry that has changed significantly in the last 25 years, we would like to hear from you!  We 
would like to tell your story. There are 2 things you can do, you may write something detailing your minis-
try, how it was started and how it has grown and changed over the years or you can contact Rick Bergmann 
to set up a time where someone will interview you or members of your ministry. Rick can be contacted by 
phone at (301)785-7516 or by email at rick.bergmann@emmanuelumcbeltsville.net  

     For those who missed it, consensus was that �The Memory Keeper�s Daughter� was worth the read! Ex-
cerpts from the movie, questions provided by Julie, snacks by Jennie and a candle for Ernie�s birthday by 
Elsie made the morning enjoyable!  

     Our next read is �Knit Together� by Debbie Macomber which can be found in our public library. 
Macomber tells listeners to follow their dreams and never give up. Chapters are named for different facets of 
life we are created for. We will each choose a chapter that resonates with us and share with the group how 
and why. 

 



By Charlie Deegan  
 
     Plans for our Anniversary Din-
ner and Silent Auction are pro-
gressing smoothly. On September 
17th we shall gather at the Knights 
of Columbus to dine on beef and 
chicken prepared by Cherry Hill 
Manor Caterers. This is the same 
caterer that prepared the Valen-
tine�s Dinner, and I heard great re-
views from those who attended!  
Tickets will be $35 per person. 
 
     Besides great entertainment and 
some special surprises, the evening 
will include a silent auction. Not 
familiar with that term?  A silent 
auction is similar to a regular auc-
tion in that people bid on different 
items. The item goes to the highest 
bidder. But a silent auction doesn�t 
have an auctioneer describing each 
item and soliciting bids. Instead, all 
of the items are displayed on tables. 
Next to each item is a bid sheet. To 
bid on an item, each person writes 
his/her name down on the bid 
sheet, together with the amount of 
the bid. If another bidder is willing 
to pay a higher amount, he or she 
writes his/her name and bid below 
the previous bid. The first bidder 
may raise his/her bid by writing 
his/her name below the 2nd bidder, 
and so on. There is no limit to how 
many people can bid on a particular 
item or how many times one person 
may bid on an item. The bidding 
can get just as heated as at a 
�regular� auction if an item is espe-
cially popular, but it is done 
�silently,� in writing. All bidding 
ends at a specified time, and who-
ever is the highest bidder at that 
point is awarded the item. 

     A committee is being formed to 
solicit silent auction items. Items 
typically auctioned off include 
sports tickets and gift cards donated 
by local businesses and restaurants. 
Would you like to serve on this 
committee?  Monies raised in the 
silent auction will go toward our 
renovated kitchen, so we want it to 
be a huge success!  Give me a call at 
301-937-7070 or email me at 
CharlesDeegan@aol.com if you are 
willing to lend a hand. Many hands 
make light work!  

Sing Lustily, and with Good 
Courage 
By Bobbie Deegan 
 
     As its newest member, I would 
like to encourage all of you to Join 
the Choir!  Just to refresh your 
memory, other choir members have 
written about: 
�    The camaraderie among the 

choir members, which makes the 
rehearsals so much fun;   

�    The opportunity that being in the 
choir gives us to �come out of 
our shell;� 

�    What a good choir director Kath-
ryn is! 

 
     All of this is very true, especially 
the last point. I have always valued 
Kathryn as our music director, but 
now that I have been part of the 
choir for some months, I am even 
more aware of how good she is. 
Kathryn is a musician, first and fore-
most. She has a deep understanding 
of the nuances of the music that she 
attempts to ingrain in us!  She 
amazes me at rehearsals when she 
simultaneously plays the accompa-
niment, gives us our cues to come in 
and listens so intently to our per-
formance that at the end of the piece 
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she is able to point out specific 
measures where our rhythm was off, 
the phrasing was disconnected, we 
weren�t enunciating clearly, the 
vowels weren�t �round� or someone 
hit the wrong note. Kathryn has 
deepened my appreciation of choral 
singing. She also has the utmost pa-
tience. She goes over the same 
points as often as needed for us to 
get it right, without giving up on us!  
Lastly, I enjoy the music she picks. 
It challenges us with different tem-
pos or syncopated rhythms, the 
styles vary, and it is usually fun to 
sing! 
 
     Come see for yourself!  If you 
are thinking, �I�m not a good 
enough singer,� let me share with 
you the words of John Wesley. In 
his Rules for Singing, he wrote, 
�Let not a slight degree of weakness 
or weariness hinder you. Sing lust-
ily, and with a good courage�.lift 
up your voice with strength�. strive 
to unite your voices together, so as 
to make one clear melodious 
sound.�  After you�ve joined the 
choir, you realize that the whole is 
greater than its parts. In other words, 
each choir member has strengths 
and weaknesses. But when we �lift 
up our voices with strength,� we 
compensate for each other�s weak-
nesses so that our voices �make one 
clear melodious sound� (hopefully)!    
 
     My greatest joy from being in the 
choir pertains to John Wesley�s last 
rule: �Above all, sing spiritually. 
Have an eye to God in every word 
you sing. Aim at pleasing Him�.In 
order to do this, attend strictly to the 
sense of what you sing, and see that 
your heart is�offered to God con-
tinually�.Music ministry adds an 
additional level to the worship ex-
perience that is very meaningful to 
me. 
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What�s Cooking? 
By Bobbie Degan 
 
     Our cookbook is coming along!  I�ve received more than 150 recipes so far. There�s still time to share your 
favorites, but please get them to me by the end of the month. 
 
     There is no limit to the number of recipes we can include, so feel free to share as many as you�d like. I�ve 
heard through the grapevine that a few ladies haven�t submitted some of their favorites because they were in-
cluded in one of UMW�s previous cookbooks. Submit them again!  Most of us don�t have the earlier cookbooks, 
and those who do could benefit from having a �one-stop� cookbook to go to! 
 
     Several ladies have given me recipes they received from favorite cooks who are no longer with us � Jean 
Leget, Helen Beam, and my mom (Ruth Buell). This is a wonderful fit with our commemorative cookbook, 
whose �working title� is Recipes and Remembrances. If there are persons you would like to remember in this 
way, please do!  I�m sure they would be thrilled to share their recipes with a new generation. 
 
     Kathy Mellott has kindly provided a �recipe form� for those who would prefer to use one. A copy is provided 
below, and copies are also available in the Narthex. This form is offered for the convenience of those who would 
like to use one. It is not required. I will take recipes in any format, photocopied, handwritten, or emailed. 
 
Reminder - You can get recipes to me in several ways: 
 �    Give them to me at church (I go to the 2nd service now that I am in the choir); 
 �    Leave them for me with an usher, in the Church Council mailbox or in the Church Office; 
 �    Mail them to me at 4316 Knott Street, Beltsville, MD 20705; 
 �    E-mail them to me at BobbieDeegan@aol.com; or 
 �    Call me at 301-937-7070 and I will pick them up from you and make copies! 

Please return completed form to Bobbie Deegan at 4316 Knott Street, 
Beltsville, MD 20705 or e-mail the form to her at bobbiedeegan@aol.com. 
 
From the Kitchen of _____________________________ 
 
Name of recipe _________________________________ 
 
Ingredients _____________________ ______________________ _____________________ 
 
 _____________________ ______________________ _____________________ ______________________ 
 
 _____________________ ______________________ _____________________ ______________________ 
 
Directions: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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OUR GRADUATES � HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE 
EMMANUEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH     SPRING/SUMMER 2011 
 
 
 Name of Graduate      Date of Graduation 
 
Name of School________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of School______________________________________________________ 
 
Degree________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presently: ____Living at home. _______Living away from home.  (Check one) 
 
After Graduation: _____Living at home. _______Living away from home. (Check one) 
 
If the graduate will not be living at home, please give address, if known. 
 
 
Person filling out form _________________________________  Phone ______________ 
 
Please return to church office by May 10th. Thank you! 
 

 

The 2011 Vacation Bible School 
Registration Challenge  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The theme is Island Odyssey �The dates are July 18-22 � 
 

The challenge is 175 registrants �The payoff  is The Hula  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
9 & 11:15 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School 

2 
7:00 p.m. 
Sign Language 

3 4 
6:00 p.m. 
Maranatha 
Choir 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Church Council 

5 
7:00 p.m.  
Chancel Choir 

6 7 
10:00 a.m. 
UMW 
Executive 
Meeting in 
AFR 

8 
9 & 11:15 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School 
 

Reception for 
Michelle Thorne 

9 
12:30 Beltsville 
Women�s Club 
 

7:00 p.m. Sign 
Language 
 

7:00 p.m. De-
pression/ Bipo-
lar Support 
Group 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Trustees 

10 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Fellowship 

11 
7:00 p.m. 
Worship 
Committee 

12 
 

13 14 
8:00 a.m. 
Church Work 
Day 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Men�s 
Breakfast 

15 
9 & 11:15 a.m. 
Worship 
 
10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School 
 
Beltsville Day 

16 
12:00 noon 
Ellen Hoover 
Circle 
 
7:00 p.m. Sign 
Language 

17 18 
10:00 a.m. 
Susanna Wesley 
Circle 
 

12:00 noon 
Dorcas Circle 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Maranatha 
Choir 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Sisters in Spirit 

19 
7:00 p.m.  
Chancel Choir 

20 
11:00 a.m. 
Community 
Place Café  

21 
9:00 a.m. 
Church 
Planning 
Retreat 

22 
Promotion 
Sunday 
9 & 11:15 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School 
 

Homeless  
Ministry 

23 
7:00 p.m. Sign 
Language 
 

7:00 p.m. De-
pression/Bipolar 
Support Group 

24 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Fellowship 
 

7:30 p.m. 
ESOL 

25 
6:00 p.m. 
Maranatha 
Choir 

26 
7:00 p.m.  
Chancel Choir 

27 28 
9:00 a.m. Food 
Distribution 

29 
9 & 11:15 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School 

30 
Office closed 

31 
7:30 p.m. 
ESOL 
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